
Annual Seymour Lake Association 

Meeting This Saturday July 24  9:00 am 
 

Please try to make our Annual Meeting this 

year as the Board has an an interesting and 

informative schedule of topics to discuss 

with the membership. 
 

Highlights Include: 
Dayna Cole on Programs to improve 

shoreline plantings at Seymour. 

 

Discussions on improving the Zoning - 

Lakefront Setbacks. 

 

Our Water Quality Program Status and  

Focus for the Future. 

 

Brief Update on Septic Regulations and 

Impact on our Lots and Development. 

 

Status of the Association and Election of 

Officers. 
 

UP COMING DATES TO  REMEMBER 
 

Annual SLA Meeting July 24 9:00 am 

  Morgan Community House 

 

SLA Outing July 31 5:00 pm “On the Rocks”  

  5629 VT Route 111 

 

Other Dates 
 

Circle of Friends Bazaar August 4, 11-2 pm 

Morgan Historical Society Fall Dinner Sept 18, 6 pm 

 

Remember: 
 

Look out for our new SLA bumper stickers provided by the membership committee, they 

look great and will look even better if you are wearing our new Hats or T-shirts available at 

The Morgan Country Store. We must be doing things right as our membership is up to 

66.2% of all property owners,  an all time record…..Thanks 

 

 S E Y M O U R  L A K E  A S S O C I AT I O N       

 E  Mail  NEWS 

  July 21, 2010 

Water Quality Update Report: 
 

Please read the following “Water Quality on Seymour Lake” report prepared by the Water 

Quality Committee for the membership.  We will discuss it at the Annual Meeting.  

Remember to Renew 

 

If you have not done so yet, please renew  your 

SLA Membership at the Annual Meeting or by 

contacting Janet Selby at 802-895-2951 or 

hjselby@surfglobal.net. 

 
Your membership is important to us to help raise 

the level of awareness and to communicate together.  

We are proud that we continue to grow and your 

enthusiasm for our goals keeps us moving forward. 



 

Water Quality on Seymour Lake 

 

Water quality is the most important 
endeavor of Seymour Lake Association 
(SLA). Here is a brief synopsis of our 
ongoing work followed by a conclusion of 
where our efforts should be focused: 

1. Eurasian Watermilfoil: This aquatic plant 
has been wreaking havoc in many 
Vermont lakes. We are funding 
monitors at the lake access to check 
boats for the presence of transported 
milfoil. This 
endeavor 
and the 
volunteer 
program 
surveying 
the lake are 
headed by 
Jan Selby. 
Seymour is 
clean of 
milfoil but 
our efforts 
must 
continue. 
Here’s 
where this 
saying is  
extremely important—“an ounce of 
prevention is worth a pound of cure.”  

2. Testing in the Spring: State scientists 
test our lake water for the presence of 
phosphorus and clarity. 

3. Better Back Roads: Programs to 
minimize undesired runoff of sediment 
and phosphorus into the lake from 
roads and shore areas were initiated.  

4. Tributary Testing: Tributaries leading 
into the lake can be a source of 
problems. Under the leadership of 
Peggy Barter, volunteers sample water 
from 6 streams measuring phosphorus, 
nitrogen, and turbidity.  

5. Lay Monitoring Program: Testing for 
clarity, phosphorus, and chlorophyll, is 
done by Tom Emery throughout the 
year. These 3 measurements, 2 of which 
are shown in the nearby graph, are the 
best overall indication of water quality 
in Seymour.  

The increase in phosphorus and decrease in 
water clarity are of significant concern to 
SLA and ultimately could negatively impact 

lake property owners and users. There has 
been some water quality stabilization since 
2006, however, the lake is worse off than 
previous years. While many factors 
contribute to decreasing water quality, 
state scientists and SLA believe the most 
important impact upon water quality is 
Shoreland Restoration. A little background 
first: 

 



Lake Evolution: In their original condition, 
lakes have no shoreland development and 
hence have their highest water quality. 
Seymour was this way in 1799. As people 
recognize the beauty of lakes, they naturally 
want to build homes on the lakeshore. This 
started in earnest on Seymour in 1920 and 
since that time 366 homes have been built 
on the lake and each has an impact upon 
water quality. 

When people develop property on the lake, 
major changes occur to the native state, 
including houses and their roofs, roads and 
driveways, loss of trees, and planting of 
grasses. Thus about 50 percent of the shore 
of Seymour is cleared of native vegetation 
and lawns extend down to the water. State 
scientists explain that the lack of natural 
buffer means that most of the runoff which 
includes sediment and phosphorus, runs 
quicker and more directly into the lake. This 
increased amount of phosphorus is the 
source of lowered water quality and clarity; 
To quote Pogo, “we have met the enemy 
and he is us.” The only known solution is to 
restore natural shoreland as much as 
possible. 

Restoring the Shoreland: 

Natural lakeshore vegetation is critical to 
the long-term health of a lake environment. 
A "buffer" of vegetation along the water's 
edge separates the upper land uses from 
the lake and can be thought of as native 
Vermont woods. A buffer slows and filters 
the runoff, diminishing sediment and 
phosphorus entering the lake. To function 
as a buffer, the vegetation should be a 
natural mixture of trees, shrubs, 
herbaceous plants, and the duff layer. 

What you can do: 

SLA’s goal is to educate people with 
developed lakeshore on how their property 
can be modified for the benefit of Seymour 
water quality. This is an effort involving all 
of us on the lake, each contributing to the 
improvement of our properties and the 
resultant improvement of Seymour Lake. 
You will hear more about this in the future 
and how SLA can assist you in helping our 
lake.  

 

 

 

 


